The Boatsned News

Welcome to the first edition of The Boatshed News for 2010 (and possibly the first edition ever
but we're more than happy to be proven wrong ©@). The aim of this Newsletter is to keep local
residents, customers and potential customers up to date with activities at the Boatshed, both for
your information and to encourage feedback.

Who are we? We're Jonathan (Jon) and Jane Bell, who bought the Boatshed at the auction last
September. However, we only started running the boat hire business on Jan 1*" and officially moved
in on Jan 18™, In 1986 we had moved from the UK and rented for a few months at the far end of
Prince Edward Park Road (where the three garages were). We purchased a house at Lucas Heights
and then built a house a few hundred metres nearer the Woronora at Barden Ridge, and finally
came back to live on the river again.

Jon is a semi-retired IT project manager who specialised in flight simulators for airerew training, is
a qualified in-shore sailing instructor and has been "messing about in boats" for over half a century.
Jane is a primary school teacher currently running an ESL project at Auburn for this year at least
and has been a sailing widow for 34 years, One daughter, Rachael, lives with us and is also a primary
school teacher but currently looking for a full-time position somewhere and so may not be part of
the Boatshed team for long. Kirstie moved with us but has already relocated to Brisbane to take up
her first position as a graduate dietician. We are indebted to both girls for the hard work put in
during the January period to move house and start a new business venture at the same time.

Some people may have seen the article published by the selling agent in the Leader shortly after
the sale, which outlined our general plans for the building. In summary, we plan to live in a small part
of it and open up the two main bedrooms with luxury en suites for Bed & Breakfast guests. The
theme of the business is "Get Away without Going Away" and we will

| target the weekend couples market looking for a change of outlook

- without having to drive miles out of Sydney. Add a stylish rowing boat, a
straw hat and a picnic basket and we hope to be able to of fer something a
little bit different.

We also plan on using the main living room and balcony for a boutique
morning and lunchtime café, opening after the B&B guests have breakfasted, to attract people
locking for somewhere to sit and enjoy a coffee with homemade snacks and light lunches. The
downstairs kiosk will remain for those people who are unsuitably attired for upstairs (ie wet) or
those who need to smoke.

Obviously such a significant shift in use of the building will require Council Approval, and we
understand if some people have reservations about attracting more people to the area. However, we
also believe that having a viable business which attracts new visitors has a positive effect on house
prices as well as providing opportunities for recreational activities and youth employment. We
further hope to expand the range of products offered in the shop area as a convenience for local
residents and visitors; your suggestions would be most welcome.

The boat hire business will remain as a core feature (despite the combined Crown rent for the jetty
and the associated public liability insurance costing over $14,000 a year!) but as mentioned earlier
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